THE ATLANTA WORLD WAR II ROUND TABLE
PRESERVING HISTORY
INTERNET: http://www.atlantawwiiroundtable.org
VOL. 31 No. 10
Editor: John E. Kovach
Tel: (770) 928-4579
Contributor(s) To This
Newsletter
* Jerry McLaughlin
* George Wilkerson
* Pete Mecca / Jay Lenny
* Brent Bracewell / Marc Feit
* Emily Carley / Martin Madert
Commander – Pete Mecca
Tel: 770-354-9697
Deputy Commander – Jack Coyle
Tel: 770-788-2454
Adjutant – John Kovach
Finance Officer- Jay Lenny
Sr. Sgt.-at-Arms – Ralph Lehr
Sr. Chaplain – Elaine Rivers
Appointments 2016-2017
Asst. to Commander - Hank Frampton
Aide-to-Commander(s) – Joe Jordan
Finance Assistant – Guy Condra
Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms – Bob Rivers
Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms – Mike Koesters
Asst. Chaplain & Sec. Joyce Mecca
Public Relations Director – Jill Berry
Media Librarian – Ginny Koesters
Website Monitor – Greg McClelland

310th MEETING

Date: JUNE 29th, 2017 (THURSDAY) >> Next Meeting SEPT. 21st (THUR.)
Time: Social Half-Hour: 10:45 AM – 11:15 AM > BUFFET LINE OPENS
AT 11:15 AM – MEETING START TIME 11:45 AM – 12:00 NOON
**

DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (DUMC)
1548 Mount Vernon Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Website: www.dunwoodyumc.org - Church Phone: 770-394-0675
Meal Price: $ 20.00 (Individual) / $ 35.00 (Couples) Courtesy Reservation Requested

Speaker(s): Jerry McLaughlin
Subject: “B-17 Flying Fortress Restoration- - The Story of a WWII Bomber's
Return To Glory in Honor of the Veterans of the Mighty Eighth Air Force"
Mission Statement
We, who by our own actions, and by our heritage, know that liberty has not, is not,
nor ever will be free, do in association with our friends and comrades, who believe
as we do, pledge that we will meet at the call of our Commander no less then ten
times a year:
* To hear of the war experiences of our members and invited guests
* To encourage and demonstrate pride in our country and its armed forces
* To pass on to posterity our knowledge of World War II, and of the price –
Human and material - that was paid by our nation for the preservation of
liberty in the United States and the world
th
(( Meeting Attendance For The May 16 , 2017 Meeting:  61 ))

th
Speaker for JUNE 29 , 2017 (5th THURSDAY)– Jerry McLaughlin (To Be Introduced By Commander Mecca )
th
The June 29 , 2017 (5th THURSDAY) Meeting of the Atlanta WW II Round Table will feature Jerry McLaughlin as our
featured speaker.
Jerry McLaughlin is a native of Queens, New York. Raised on Long Island, he graduated from Lynbrook High School
and Long Island University. He served in the US Army from 1969 to 1971, and retired from the Central Intelligence Agency in
2003 as an executive level manager. Jerry and his wife, Denise, moved to Savannah’s Skidaway Island in 2004. He is the author
of three books: D-Day+60 Years, the story of his 20 years of research to discover the circumstances surrounding his uncle’s death
in Normandy on June 6, 1944; B-17 Flying Fortress Restoration, which tells the story of the restoration of the WWII B-17
bomber named City of Savannah at the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force, and most recently, Hap’s Wars, the
biography of Atlanta’s own “Hap” Chandler.
Jerry began his volunteer service with the Mighty Eighth 2005 as an archivist, and was a recipient of the General F.G.
Shuler Award for Museum Service in 2007. He was appointed as the Project Manager for the restoration of the City of Savannah
at the project’s inception in January, 2009, and served in that role until the airplane’s dedication in January of 2015.
Please welcome Jerry McLaughlin as our JUNE 29th, 2017 (5th Thursday) speaker (310th Meeting.)
Speaker Review for May 16th, 2017– - WW II Veteran George Wilkerson ( Introduced By Commander Mecca )
George grew-up on a farm in Missouri and in 1941 was a freshman at the University of Missouri. When WW II broke
out, the ROTC recruited college students at the UOM and offered to put them through Officer’s Training School if they enlisted
in the Army. He enlisted and was trained in mechanized warfare under a program administered by the US Army called the Army
Specialized Training Program (ASTP). He shipped out of Boston to France right after the Battle of the Bulge with 6000 fellow
enlistees on board a troop carrier, and then with the 20th Armored Division, 412th Armored Field Artillery Unit, fought his way
through Europe until the end of the war.
He was in six (6) countries, rarely spending the night in the same place two nights in-a-row. For much of this time, he
served on an M-7, which is a artillery piece mounted on a tank chassis. The gun mounted was a 105 mm Howitzer which could
fire a shell 7 miles-out. The 412th Armored Field Artillery Unit helped liberate the Dachau Concentration Camp in April 1945
near Munich when the war ended.
George came back to the U.S. on leave, preparing for the invasion of Japan when he learned that the war in the Pacific
had ended. He left the service about 6-months after the war ended and, after finishing his College education at the University of
Missouri, worked for the Ford Motor Company Tractor and Machinery Division, serving for many years as a instructor of
mechanics. Wilkerson worked for Ford for a total of 37 years, at some point being transferred to Atlanta from St. Louis, and has
lived in Atlanta ever since.
Thank-You George Wilkerson for preserving history with us, and for a wonderful presentation that kept WW II history
alive for us on May 16th, and for a job well done.
CONTINUED ON BACK

SPECIAL MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS / OF SPECIAL INTEREST & UPCOMING EVENTS
>>> (NEW) NEW ROBO-CALLS / MANDATORY RESERVATIONS BEING ASKED FOR- FOR UPCOMING
MEETINGS
Due to circumstances beyond the control of the Round Table and the Dunwoody United Methodist Church, Commander Pete
Mecca, Deputy Commander Jack Coyle, and/or newly appointed ROBO-CALL Coordinator Bill LeCount will now be asking for
the cooperation of all Round Table Members and Guests to provide advance notification whether you will be attending the June
29th meeting. Please note Commander Mecca’s email to respond is: petemecca@gmail.com; Deputy Commander Coyle’s email is
jackwcoyle@bellsouth.net. ROBO-CALL Coordinator Bill LeCount can be reached at 404-886-7383 or via email at
blecount@aol.com. It is imperative that the Round Table provide the Church with the most accurate head-count at each meeting
so there are enough meals and desserts ( meals and desserts are made from-scratch on the day of the meeting ). For the past two
(2) months (since the Georgia 400 Bridge Accident), the Round Table has been over-estimating the head-count provided to the
Church, consequently we have been paying for meals unnecessarily. The Reservation / Head-Count is now mandatory. If you do
not reserve a meal, and the Church is deficient in providing you a meal, you will be refunded your $ 20.00 payment at the door (
or $ 35.00 per Couple ) by Finance Officer Jay Lenny.
>>> (REMINDER) ATLANTA WWII ROUND TABLE ALERT AND WARNING– PACEMAKERS AND
IMPLANTABLE CARDIOVERTER DEFIBRILLATORS - OTHER IMPLANTABLE DEVICES & MEMBERSHIP
NAME BADGE MAGNETIC FASTENERS – As most members are aware, the Round Table Membership Badges were
recently upgraded and now have the more convenient Magnetic Fasteners attached vs. the Clip-On Fasteners. However, Member
Clayton Byrd voiced a serious concern and warning to the Round Table about the Magnetic Fasteners and how they might
potentially interact with Pacemakers, Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators and other Implantable Devices.
The Magnetic Field strength of our Membership Badge fasteners is much greater then Boston Scientifics or Medtronic’s
devices tolerance level(s) and are too powerful for Pacemakers, Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators and other Implantable
Devices to operate properly. The Round Table is asking any active member with one of these devices to immediately stop using a
Name Badge with the Magnetic Fastener; your Badge will be modified again by the Sergeant-At-Arms Captain, Ralph Lehr or
Deputy Commander Jack Coyle, and it will be converted back to a standard Clip-On Fastener. Please accept The Round Table’s
sincere apology for any discomfort or danger this might have exposed any of our members or their families to.
>>> (FINAL) ATLANTA WW II ROUND TABLE- NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS FOR 2017-2018 CAMPAIGNPrimarily due to the challenges and vagaries of establishing a solid footing at our new venue at the Dunwoody United Methodist
Church since January 2017, the Round Table will conduct a modified/nomination and election of Officers to guide the Round
Table through our 2017-2018 campaign. All standing Officers have agreed to accept the nominations for their respective positions
and therefore there will be no need for a Nominating Committee this year. Officers accepting nominations are as follows:
Commander- Pete Mecca; Deputy Commander - Jack Coyle; Adjutant - John Kovach; Finance Officer - Jay Lenny; Senior
Sergeant-at-Arms - Ralph Lehr and Senior Chaplain - Elaine Rivers. The election process will be finalized at the June 2017
meeting by a show-of-hands. Nominations for the Officer’s positions will also be open to the Membership at the June Meeting. If
any member wishes to challenge these nominations, please notify Commander Mecca or Deputy Commander Coyle prior to the
June 29th (5th Thursday) meeting or at the Meeting.
>>>(UPDATED) AIR FORCE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION - Georgia Chapter - MEETING REMINDER - The Georgia
Chapter of the 8th Air Force Historical Association meets monthly at Clairmont Place, 2100 Clairmont Lake Decatur. GA, 30033
(Across the street from the VA hospital on Clairmont Road). This Association meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month. The GA
Chapter of the Mighty Eighth Air Force recent monthly meeting (Saturday 10 June), featured Colonel Pat Blassie, USAF, who talked on how
her family discovered her brother First Lieutenant Michael Joseph Blassie (April 4, 1948 – May 1972) was the "unknown service member"
from the Vietnam War buried at the Tomb of the Unknowns, until he was exhumed in 1998. More to come on this organizations next meeting
and their speaker in our September 2017 Newsletter.

>>> (REMINDER) IMMEDIATE - WITNESS-TO-WAR ORGANIZATION AND ATLANTA WW II ROUND TABLE
The Witness to War Foundation, which works on a volunteer basis to videotape all Roundtable meetings, is a local non-profit that
conducts video interviews with combat veterans of all wars. Veterans from all services and all conflicts are asked to sign-up for
an interview with Martin Madert and provide them with their oral histories. Sign-up sheets are available at all meetings or you
can contact Martin via email at martin@witnesstowar.org or by phone at 770-628-0024. If you have general questions around
Witness to War, you may contact Director, Emily Carley, at emily@witnesstowar.org or 770-481-3018. Additional information
on the Foundation can be found at www.WitnessToWar.org.
>>> (UPDATED) UPCOMING SPEAKERS for – April 2017 –June 2017– Commander & Program Chairman Pete Mecca,
with the assistance of the Program Committee, have lined-up some impressive speakers for us for our 2017-2018 campaign:
June 29th ,2017 (5th THURSDAY) – Jerry McLaughlin – Author of D-Day+60, B-17 Flying Fortress Restoration and Hap’s
War (Biography of former Round Table Member Hap Chandler). Speakers for our September through December 2017
Meetings will be announced in our September 2017 Newsletter. Please note that the speaker’s engagements are subject to change.
Thank-You Pete for taking on this very difficult endeavor and for your continuing efforts to seek-out and engage excellent
speakers for our meetings. Should any member have a suggestion or lead for Pete relative to a qualified Speaker, please contact
Commander Mecca at 770-354-9697 or via email at petemecca@gmail.com

Monthly Quotes:
“We should be careful to get out of an experience only the wisdom that is in it and stop there lest we be like the cat that sits down
on a hot stove lid. She will never sit down on a hot stove lid again and that is well but also she will never sit down on a cold one
anymore.”
Mark Twain - American Author and Humorist 1835-1910
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