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311th MEETING

Date: SEPTEMBER 21st, 2017 (THURSDAY) >> Next Meeting OCT. 19th
Time: Social Half-Hour: 10:45 AM – 11:15 AM > BUFFET LINE OPENS
AT 11:15 AM – MEETING START TIME 11:45 AM – 12:00 NOON
**

DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (DUMC)
1548 Mount Vernon Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Website: www.dunwoodyumc.org - Church Phone: 770-394-0675
Meal Price: $ 20.00 (Individual) / $ 35.00 (Couples) Courtesy Reservation Requested

Speaker: Dr. Mary Jo Wood
Subject: Brigadier General Ben King
Mission Statement
We, who by our own actions, and by our heritage, know that liberty has not, is not,
nor ever will be free, do in association with our friends and comrades, who believe
as we do, pledge that we will meet at the call of our Commander no less then ten
times a year:
* To hear of the war experiences of our members and invited guests
* To encourage and demonstrate pride in our country and its armed forces
* To pass on to posterity our knowledge of World War II, and of the price –
Human and material - that was paid by our nation for the preservation of
liberty in the United States and the world
th
(( Meeting Attendance For The June 15 , 2017 Meeting:  68 ))

Speaker for SEPTEMBER 21st, 2017 (3rd THURSDAY)– Dr. Mary Jo Wood (To Be Introduced By Commander Mecca )
The SEPTEMBER 21st, 2017 (3rd THURSDAY) Meeting of the Atlanta WW II Round Table will feature Dr. Mary Jo
Wood as our speaker.
Mary Jo graduated from the University of Georgia, School of Veterinary Medicine, in 1969, one of four women in a
graduating class of fifty-eight. Following a post-doctoral fellowship and a research job with Medical College of Georgia, she
practiced small animal medicine. Ten years ago Dr. Wood returned to school to study human anatomy and physiology at North
Georgia College in Dahlonega, GA., then spent seven years as a lecturer at Brenau University. She retired two years ago. She
often jokes that her greatest claim to fame (it seems to be the first thing to be said of her whenever she is introduced) is that she
is the sister of Roswell Mayor Jere Wood.
Dr. Wood will have a 3-part presentation for us: (1) The story of her uncle, Brigadier General Ben King, a WW II fighter
pilot. 2nd Lt. Ben King, was shot down in the South Pacific during WW II, spent 6 days paddling a small raft against wind and
current, and landed on a tiny island where natives hid him from the Japanese. Two months later he and three other downed
American Airmen left the island by raft to seek help. Following a harrowing three days the four Americans were picked by a PBY
pilot and co-pilot who successfully staged a sea rescue, against orders. Lt Ben King went on to become Brig. General Ben King.
Known as “a fighter pilot’s fighter pilot”, he flew in combat in every rank from 2nd Lt. though Brig. General: (2) The story of
Mono Island and its population of 180 native men women and children who risked their lives to hide Ben King and six other
marooned American Airmen; (3) The story of locating that still-remote island 73 years later, visiting it, and listening to the stories
of the old folks who remember hiding and caring for a young Ben King. NOTE: The program includes a recording from 1943 of
Ben King telling the story to his father.
Please welcome Dr. Mary Jo Wood as our SEPTEMBER 21st, 2017 (3rd Thursday) speaker (311th Meeting.)
Speaker Review for JUNE 15th, 2017– -Jerry McLaughlin ( Introduced By Commander Mecca )
The June 29th, 2017 Meeting of the Atlanta WW II Round Table featured Jerry McLaughlin as our speaker.
Jerry McLaughlin is a native of Queens, New York. Raised on Long Island, he graduated from Lynbrook High School
and Long Island University. He served in the US Army from 1969 to 1971, and retired from the Central Intelligence Agency in
2003 as an executive level manager. Jerry and his wife, Denise, moved to Savannah’s Skidaway Island in 2004. He is the author
of three books: D-Day+60 Years, the story of his 20 years of research to discover the circumstances surrounding his uncle’s death
in Normandy on June 6, 1944; B-17 Flying Fortress Restoration, which tells the story of the restoration of the WWII B-17
bomber named City of Savannah at the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force, and most recently, Hap’s Wars, the
biography of Atlanta’s own “Hap” Chandler.
Two of Hap Chandler’s daughters were present to honor their father. Many of you will recall that Hap was a revered
figure at the Round Table meetings he was able to attend and was our featured speaker in Dec. 2001 when he talked to us about
the Mighty Eighth Museum.

CONTINUED ON BACK

Jerry began his volunteer service with the Mighty Eighth 2005 as an archivist, and was a recipient of the General F.G.
Shuler Award for Museum Service in 2007. He was appointed as the Project Manager for the restoration of the City of Savannah
at the project’s inception in January, 2009, and served in that role until the airplane’s dedication in January of 2015.
Thank-You Jerry McLaughlin for preserving history with us, and for a wonderful presentation that kept WW II history
alive for us on June 15th, and for a job well done.
SPECIAL MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS / OF SPECIAL INTEREST & UPCOMING EVENTS
>>> (NEW) ROBO-CALLS / MANDATORY RESERVATIONS BEING ASKED FOR- FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS
Due to circumstances beyond the control of the Round Table and the Dunwoody United Methodist Church, Commander Pete
Mecca, Deputy Commander Jack Coyle, and/or newly appointed ROBO-CALL Coordinator Bill LeCount will now be asking for
the cooperation of all Round Table Members and Guests to provide advance notification whether you will be attending the
SEPTEMBER 21st meeting. Please note Commander Mecca’s email to respond is: petemecca@gmail.com; Deputy Commander
Coyle’s email is jackwcoyle@bellsouth.net. ROBO-CALL Coordinator Bill LeCount can be reached at 404-886-7383 or via email
at blecount@aol.com. It is imperative that the Round Table provide the Church with the most accurate head-count at each
meeting so there are enough meals and desserts ( meals and desserts are made from-scratch on the day of the meeting ). For the
last 3 months of our 2016-2017 Campaign (since the Georgia 400 Bridge Accident), the Round Table has been over-estimating
the head-count provided to the Church, consequently we have been paying for meals unnecessarily. The Reservation / HeadCount is now mandatory. If you do not reserve a meal, and the Church is deficient in providing you a meal, you will be refunded
your $ 20.00 payment at the door ( or $ 35.00 per Couple ) by Finance Officer Jay Lenny.
>>> (NEW) ATLANTA WARBIRD WEEKEND – OCTOBER 7-8, 2017 – DEKALB PEACHTREE AIRPORT (PDK)
Mark your calendars for this upcoming event put on by the Dixie Wing of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF)! This year's
AWW will honor the contributions of the famed Tuskegee Airmen and will have five WWII veteran pilots from the group in
attendance to share their experiences. All of the aircraft flown by the Tuskegee Airmen in WWII will be on display as will the
Warbird aircraft of the Dixie Wing and the EAA B-17 "Aluminum Overcast." There will be aircraft rides available and lots of
sights and sounds of WWII. Friday evening will feature a movie about the Tuskegee experience, complete with popcorn, and
Saturday evening will feature Dinner with the Tuskegee Airmen. Additional Information is available at the website
www.atlantawarbirdweekend.com. Except for the movie and dinner, the event is free with a parking charge of $15. This year for
the first time, we plan to provide transportation for our veterans to the event on Saturday from our Church parking lot and return
if there is sufficient demand. Members interested in a ride are asked to call Events Chairman Dick Hyde at 314 608-5036 or send
an email to richardhyde@aol.com. Please note: The Atlanta Warbird Weekend IS NOT an Air show.
The Atlanta Warbird Weekend is a two day WWII Warbird Rides Event. EVENT HOURS, SAT & SUN 9:00am-4:00pm.
>>> (NEW) ATLANTA WW II ROUND TABLE- REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
A copy of the Revised Constitution was emailed to all RT Members on August 31st and a copy will be available at each table at
the SEPTEMBER 21st, 2017 Meeting. There will be a brief discussion and vote at the OCTOBER 19th, 2017 Meeting to adopt
the revised Constitution and By-Laws for the Round Table. Please note that one of the primary changes made is relative to
Elected Officers, i.e. the Commander may now be elected for up to two (2) successive terms and that he/she can succeed
themselves in-office in a emergency situation by approval of the Executive Committee. It is advisable that Members bring a hardcopy of the By-Laws with them to the OCTOBER 19th Meeting. If anyone would like a copy mailed to them prior to the
OCTOBER 19th MEETING, please advise Adjutant Kovach at 770-928-4579 or via email at jkovach2000@yahoo.com
>>> (NEW) MEMBER SURVEY FORMS WILL BE PLACED ON EACH TABLE AT THE SEPTEMBER MEETING
Please complete the Survey Form that will be placed on the tables at the September 21st Meeting. The Surveys will help the
Round Table gather member’s opinions about our meeting format, speakers, facility parking, food quality, and audio/visual
quality at the meetings. The information will enable Round Table Officers to make suggestions for changes and improvements to
the Church Administrators so that the meetings are a better experience for all in attendance.
>>>(REMINDER) AIR FORCE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION - Georgia Chapter - MEETING REMINDER - The
Georgia Chapter of the 8th Air Force Historical Association meets monthly at Clairmont Place, 2100 Clairmont Lake Decatur.
GA, 30033 (Across the street from the VA hospital on Clairmont Road). This Association meets on the 2nd Saturday of each
month. Please contact Brent Bracewell at 678-416-5749 or Marc Feit at email marcfeit@bellsouth.net for additional meeting info.
>>> (NEW) FIELD TRIP TO CURRAHEE MOUNTAIN/TOCCOA – NOVEMBER 4th (SATURDAY) -The Atlanta World War
II Round Table will sponsor a one-day field trip to Toccoa GA on Saturday, November 4, to visit the WWII museum there, drive up
Currahee Mountain ("3 miles up, 3 miles down"), and have lunch. Details to follow. For now, mark your calendar for Saturday,
November 4, 2017. To reserve a spot on the tour, or for more information as it becomes available, please send an email to Jerry
Colley, braghq@aol.com

>>> (REMINDER) IMMEDIATE - WITNESS-TO-WAR ORGANIZATION AND ATLANTA WW II ROUND TABLE
The Witness to War Foundation, which works on a volunteer basis to videotape all Roundtable meetings, is a local non-profit that
conducts video interviews with combat veterans of all wars. Veterans from all services and all conflicts are asked to sign-up for
an interview with Martin Madert and provide them with their oral histories. Sign-up sheets are available at all meetings or you
can contact Martin via email at martin@witnesstowar.org or by phone at 770-628-0024. If you have general questions around
Witness to War, you may contact Director, Emily Carley, at emily@witnesstowar.org or 770-481-3018. Additional information
on the Foundation can be found at www.WitnessToWar.org.
>>> (UPDATED) UPCOMING SPEAKERS FOR – SEPTEMBER 2017 –JUNE 2018– Commander & Program Chairman
Pete Mecca, with the assistance of the Program Committee, have lined-up some impressive speakers for us for our 2017-2018
campaign: SEPTEMBER 21st (3rd Thursday): Dr. Mary Jo Wood – Subject- Brigadier General Ben King: October 19th (3rd
Thursday) Pete Mecca – Special Presentation on American Involvement In Vietnam During WW II – PBA-30 will be in
attendance; November 16th (3rd Thursday) – Robert Jones – Major Technical Advances In WW II. Speakers for our December
2017 through June 21st, 2018 Meetings will be announced in our Newsletter. Please note that the speaker’s engagements are
subject to change. Should any member have a suggestion or lead for Pete relative to a qualified Speaker, please contact
Commander Mecca at 770-354-9697 or via email at petemecca@gmail.com
Monthly Quotes:
“By the year 2018, technology will make available to the leaders of the major nations, a variety of techniques for conducting secret warfare, of which
only a bare minimum of the security forces need be appraised. One nation may attack a competitor covertly by bacteriological means, thoroughly
weakening the population (though with a minimum of fatalities) before taking over with its own armed forces. Alternatively, techniques of weather
modification could be employed to produce prolonged periods of drought or storm *....(Gordon J. F. MacDonald, "Space," in Toward the year 2018,
p.34). " (Published circa 1968)
* See also www.weatherwar101.com for updates on the weaponization of the weather / man-made, manufactured & enhanced severe weather events.

